Condemned  pastor  still  alive  at  Easter 


for  being  a  spy.  Those  are  the  pic¬ 
tures  of  people  we  usually  see.  He 
is  not  one  of  those  public  execu¬ 
tions.' 

Nadarkhani  was  sentenced  to 
death  in  2010  for  converting  from 
Islam  to  Christianity,  in  a  case  that 
began  in  2009. 

The  United  States,  United 
Kingdom,  and  other  countries 
have  spoken  out  publicly  for 
Nadarkhani,  pressuring  Iran. 
Among  those  other  countries  is 
Brazil  which,  unlike  the  U.S.  and 
the  U.K.,  has  dose  ties  to  Iran. 
That  gives  Brazil  leverage,  said 
Sekulow,  who  visited  Brazil  earlier 
this  year  to  discuss  the  case  with 
Brazilian  officials. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  As 

Christians  around  the  world  cel¬ 
ebrated  Easter,  condemned  Ira¬ 
nian  pastor  Yousef  Nadarkhani 
remained  in  jail  —  alive,  but  hav¬ 
ing  already  passed  his  900th  day 


ligious  Freedom  (USCIRF)  as  Richard  State  Department  and  U.S.  Congress 
Land,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  on  the  condition  of  religious  freedom 
Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  Commis-  overseas.  Among  its  responsUMes  is  to 
sion  in  Nashville,  rotates  off  the  com-  recommend  to  the  SuteDeo»w-—nt  tov- 
mission  after  serving  two  terms.  emments  that  it  be  rJ  anfyas 

Land  began  his  service  ip  2001  but  Countries  of  Partic  e=>  PCs),* 

was  off  nearly  a  year  before  being  reap-  designation  reservd  •  worst 

pointed  to  the  commission  in  2005-  violators  of  religioui 

USCIRF  is  a  bipartisan  panel  chosen  _ |  *"*  _ 

by  the  president  and  congressional  lead-  \  &■  ip.  4 

ers  that  advises  the  White  House,  U.S.  5. 


Mississippians  use  arts  for  Christ 


CHRISTIAN  PERFORMING 
ARTS  FESTIVAL  Participants 
in  tbs  2012  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Performing  Arte  Festival 
check  out  one  of  the  displays 
at  tha  festival,  which  was  held 
this  year  at  Highland  Colony 
Church  in  Ridgeland.  Approxi¬ 
mately  600  people  from  several 
'  states  attends''  the  annual 
event  which  included  instruc¬ 
tive  presentations  on  puppetry, 
downing,  drama,  interpretative 
movement  end  media.  The 
2013  Christian  Performing  Aria 
Festival  will  be  held  Fab.  22-23 
at  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison. 
,  The  festival  is  supported  by 
gifts  to  the  Mississippi  Coop¬ 
erative  Program.  (Photo  by. 

William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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Green’  an  unrealistic  dream? 


|  The  desire  for  renewable  or  “green" 

energy  seems  good  and  rational.  Many  be¬ 
lieve that  such  an  approach  to  our  power 
needs  will  produce  new  green  jobs  and 

lower  pollution. 

Consequently,  at  least  29  states  have 
adopted  renewable  portfolio  standards 
which  require  some  minimum  parentage 
of  their  electricity  to  come  from  renew¬ 
able.  All  of  this  seems  admirable  but 
despite  tie  propaganda,  you  still  can’t 
squeeze  Mood  from  a  turnip. 

The  reality  is  that  there  is  only  so  much 
that  we  can  really  expect  to  gain  from 
ween  energy.  According  to  the  U.S.  Energy 
Information  Administration,  if  we  add  all 
of  the  wind,  solar,  and  hydroelectric  power 
produced  in  our  country,  we  have  a  grand 
total  of  tlure  percent  of  our  power  from 
them.  This  is  not  likely  to  change  for  de¬ 
cades,  since  the  difficulties  that  have  to  be 
overcome  are  nowhere  near  being  realized. 

Even  more  stunning  is  the  realization  Let’s  take  for  example  the  people  who 

that  as  documented  in  a  recent  study  by  invested  in  Solyndra.  though  Solyndra 
the  Manhattan  Institute,  green  energy  is  went  bankrupt,  leaving  taxpayers  with  a 
more  expensive  -  at  least  25*  more  expen-  half-billion  (foliar  debt,  its  chief  investors 
are  -  than  gas,  ooal,  and  nuclear  power..  and  owners  got  their  cash  out  before  they 

<“*>  actu-  lost  it.  There  have  been  lots  more  Solyn- 

*asohne  1,16  Eyy*  **,  and  more  are  coming.  Everv  time, 
ronmoital  ffiritection  Agency  reported  in  the  average  Joe  who  works  for  a  living 
2007  that  using  more  ethanol  will  increase  and  payshis  bills  gets  hit  —  hard 

compounds  Aflof  this  regulation  for  more  green 
■■  ener&  has  ‘»>e  same  effect  as  a  regres 

out  Vs™1™*  pr* tax-  meaning  the  less  you  make,  the 

£t.'n  found  thatone  ,  h'Rher  percentage  of  your  income  you 

2*"  P-y-Tha*  does  not  help  the  poor,  whom 
one  arw-nSh  jobs.  Italy  found  that  the  Christian  faith  requires  us  always  to 

one  green  job  costs  as  much  as  six  regular  remember  (Galatians  2: 10). 

*  jn  -wMiti™  1— _ _ .  Pushing  mandates  such  as  renewable 

hJab^^?i^^.rlS?^nS'Ve’  ?  P0^1'0  standards  might  increase  green 

use  a"d  create  more  green  jobs, 

Bu^auOfU^^riS^J^  S  how  maBt'  People  will  it  Impoverish? 

,lp  T*  a  How  many  jobs  win  it  destroy? 

stum:  v 

used  to  install  wind  turbines  and  mxlrino  jUtVe.iaa.il.*. _ t  V  a.  a-  . 


Guest  opinion 

with  Craig  V.  Mitchell 


AT  WHiTl  HOUSE  -  U.S.  President  Barack  Jbama  addresses 
attandees  at  the  2012  Easter  Prayer  Breakfast  at  The  White  House.  No 
Southern  Baptists  were  invited.  (Photo  courteey  of  The  White  House) 

Snubbed,  or  not? 

IaEESteSsSS  iSaassssa «sk 

^Jradorsfrom  all  across  the  country  1  know  that  some  of  you  have  joined 

ssaar  ag^-^-a 


tive  communities,  and  it  s  an  inaeSw 
e?PereSri2n  ^ith.  And  I  know 
that  all  of  us  who  have  an  opportunity 
to  work  with  you  draw  inspiration 
from  the  work  that  you  do." 

No  one  hom  Southern  Baptist 


Mitchell  is  associate  professor  of  Chris¬ 
tian  ethics  and  director  of  the  Land  Cen- 
ter  for  Cultural  Engagement  at  South¬ 
western  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth.  He  also 
**  **™°r  fellow  6/  the  Cornwall  Alliance 
'*[e“’andsmp  of  Creation,  and  has 
testified  before  Congressional  committees 
in  Washington,  D.C.  His  commentary  ap¬ 
pears  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 


of  these,  called  a  greenjob  wtaSXd 
to,  say,  erecting  an  officebuildb*. 

In  20JO,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Sta¬ 
tistics  found  that  only  2.4*  0f  total 
U.S.  employment  was  green  jobs.  Of 
these,  2.3  million  were  from  the  private 


because  The  WhiteTJ^^riSShT’  Chnstitn^* 

release  the  hill  list  of  imdTees. )  ■«»  P**^  of 

Baptists  are  probably  BHHI 

^«h^ton.SeeSnU,S  ^^in^laytoofthemto,’.  *******  KSSS i 

HoMe,  given  the  corporate  and™  — rf  M_  -  ■  .  - _  OrtVWtt,  jiSoT 

individual  criticism  tehas endured  ‘on*  Memo  SSSoSmSSTT' 

from  us  for  many  of  his  key  propoeak  tion’s  tin  ear  toward  n  im.li  fr?  '  •ns'Wfltatafcarp  tajmiebrnmO  J°*w  blu.  Owkmqn 

mandate  to  prrmde  free,  abortion-  Richard  Land,  matadent  nfr h.  b«".  Pemwoc 

causing  contraceptives  to  one  and  all.  Southern  Bapfet  tthartaartaaa  . - r„ 

However,  thuiwaa  not  a  nick-up  Uberty  OmS^icmto  OorMc&ego,  ^ 

Snamrt^Th^w*an«SofEr^r*"  “«loem  guest  at  The  Wh.te  Houae  ,n  “4-  «*^)^h.ikptw 

breakfast  wfa^^frJllSn?rt.Pf?3l  ***1 1  different  fake  on  the  I  P0  Bn  S30 

t*VmW  whole  matter.  f  Jactaos.MS 

sseesss- 

many  of  you  express  through  your  So,  who’,  right?  You  decide.  ******  -  wo 
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Cuban  Baptists  flourishing 

Christians  worship  j  WJ  I  j  JWI  j  I-Jf  ■  ,  'ISHEU 

faithfully,  aware  of  WimH  wT 

watchfuT government  E  ^  ^  ^  _  II 

HAVANA,  Cuba  (BP)  -  Walking  V:r'  A  c  HI  .-4^ 

i  Dll  a'M' 
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sharing  the  Gospel. 

“Their  sacrifices  were  incredible,’  said 
Ezell,  president  of  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  (formerly  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  —  HMB),  as  ne  reflected  upon 
the  missionaries’  ordeal  in  the  years  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Castro-led  revolution. 

The  two  men  remained  in  prison  until 
their  release  in  1969. 

Ezell’s  March  21-25  visit,  on  the  eve  of 
Pope  Benedict’s  official  stopover  on  the 
Caribbean  island  nation,  marked  the  first 
time  an  HMB/NAMB  president  had  vis¬ 
ited  Cuba  since  William  Tanner  traveled 
there  in  1978,  more  than  three  decades 
ago. 

Ezell  was  in  Cuba  as  a  guest  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  Convention  to  attend  the 
Western  Cuba  Baptist  Convention's  an¬ 
nual  meeting  at  historic  Calvary  Baptist 

Church  in  downtown  Havana.  Ihe  build- 


ROOTS  IN  CUBA  —  Kevin  Ezell  (right),  president  of  the  North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB),  and  John  Sullivan 
(center),  executive  director-treasure!  of  the  Florida  Baptist  Convention,  talk  with  pastor  Homero  Carbonell  of  Santa 
Clara,  Cuba,  prior  to  a  session  of  th»j  Western  Cuba  Baptist  Convention's  annual  meeting  in  Calvary  Baotist  Church 
The  Havana  church  was  purahaaed  tn  1888  by  Southern  Baptists'  former  Home  Mission  Board  (now  NAMB).  Florida 
has  a  15-year  partnership  with  the  Cuban  convention.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Florida  Baptist  Convention) 

functioned  under  the  government’s  regu-  sions,  bouse  churches,  houses  of  prayer,  as  neighbors  were  reached  and  even  lent 
lations  and  restrictions  by  focusing  on  and  ceO  churches.  chairs  for  church  members  to  use  during 

evangelism  and  church  planting.  While  The  Holy  Spirit  is  at  work  in  Cuba  to-  worahip  and  Bible  study, 
much  freer  to  worship,  the  government  day,  Gonzales  told  the  group.  A  50-day  When  the  congregationpewto  over 
will  not  allow  Baptists  to  purchase  new  prayer  emphasis  held  annually  from  Eas-  200,  the  government  forced  the  church  to 
buildings  for  churches  or  ministries.  ter  to  Penteoost  is  “bringing  more  people  downsize  and  disperse  into  several  other 

So  it  was  the  foresight  of  the  HMB  and  to  Jesus  every  day  and  revival  to  Cuba.  apartments.  Now  five  constituted  diurdi- 
Cuban  Baptists  in  purchasing  buildings  The  Eastern  Cuba  Baptist  Convention,  es  are  located  in  the  apartment  buildings, 
before  the  1960s  that  enabled  the  WCBC  which  until  recently  had  been  served  by  evangelizing  and  ministering  to  families 
to  prosper  today.  Ezell  said  it  was  “inspire  the  American  Baptist  Convention,  now  throughout  the  community, 
and  ing  to  see  the  passion  and  the  vision  of  relates  to  the  International  Mission  Board  Leal’s  church  serves  as  the  official 
lget,  Annie  Armstrong  and  others  to  purchase  (IMB).  IMB  missionary  Kurt  Urbane!  said  church  and  the  umbrella  for  the  other 
itor  such  property.’  the  two  Cuba  conventions  consist  of  nearly  congregations.  Each  Sunday  as  many  as 

»rml  They  did  then  what  they  cannot  do  7,000  churches  —  672  affiliated  churches,  80  people  attend  Rebirth  Church,  hold- 
tion,  now*  be  said.  Southern  Baptists  gifts  to  1.346  missions,  and  4,901  house  churches,  ing  Sunday  School  and  new  member 
the  Annie  Armstrong  offering  *  century  houses  of  prayer,  and  cell  churches.  classes  tn  the  bedrooms  and  small  den 

s  an  ago  “gave  them  credibility  and  a  sense  of  The  cooperation  of  the  two  Cuban  Bap-  while  worshipping  m  the  home  s  covered 
permanence  that  exists  today.*  tist  conventions  will  be  necessary  to  reach  patio. 

The  HMB  continued  to  support  the  the  11  million  Cubans  for  Christ,  Gonzales  David  Gonzales,  WCBC  liaison  with 
ministry  in  Western  Cub#  until  1987  said.  With  recent  approval  by  the  govern-  the  Florida  convention,  said  this  type  rrf 

•  -  - - - -  merit  to  hold  pubbc  rallies,  even  more  fo-  church  multiplication  is  an  example  of 

cus  wiD  be  given  to  church  planting  in  the  what  is  taking  place  throughout  Cuba,  not¬ 
ing  cities,  he  said.  ing,  “We  are  able  to  saturate  and  penetrate 

While  in  Cuba,  Ezell  and  Sullivan  vis-  communities  with  the  Gospel  through  this 

_ _ __  ited  Rebirth  Church,  a  house  church  that  kind  of  hybrid  church  planting  strategy. “ 

rsity  Hospital  in  Hjvana,  meets  in  the  three-bedroom  apartment  of  The  model  is  especially  crucial  today 
past  two  years  have  been  pastor  Humberto  LeaL  The  Alanfar  apart-  as  the  government  will  not  allow  new 
rancements  for  the  Gospel,  merits  where  Leal  lives  originally  were  churches  to  be  built  or  purchase  property, 
lotng  better  and  better.  We  buih  by  the  government  as  a  model  com-  Gonzales  said.  Even  renovations  of  exist - 
in  a  revival,"  said  Gonzales,  munistic  community  ing  buildings  must  receive  approval  from 

lized  the  conventkmfor  the  About  1,000  Cuban  families  reside  in  the  authorities,  a  long  and  tedious  process 

by  emphasizing  prayer  and  the  multi-storied  apartment  buildings  lo-  The  group  also  visited  Getsemani 
church  planting.  cated  about  eight  miles  from  downtown  Church  iA  Guana  bo,  a  seaside  community 

In  the  past  two  years,  WCBC  churches  Havana.  east  of  Havana  where  70  believers  meet 

’•  ’  -  d  4,706  people  and  The  church  was  planted  when  one  fam-  weekly  in  the  backyard  of  a  renovated 

undies,  bringing  total  ily  residing  in  the  massive  apartment  com-  carpenter's  shop.  With  the  words  “Solo 
,000.  The  convention  plex  became  Christians.  At  the  family's  O-isto  Salva”  (Only  Christ  Saves)  embb- 
churches  (churches  request,  a  pastor  from  Havana  rode  nis  zoned  across  the  front  door,  the  church 
d  by  the  Communist  bkvde  10  miles  each  Sunday  to  lead  wor-  has  started  three  house  churches  in  the 
1,000  additional  mis-  ship  in  their  home.  The  congregation  grew  community,  pastor  Moises  Redondo  said. 


Traveling  with  Ezell  were  John  Sulli¬ 
van,  Florida’s  executive  director-treasure 
er,  who  preached  during  the  WCBC  an¬ 
nual  meeting:  Carlos  Ferrer.  NAMB  vice 


skm  Board  when  it  first  sent  missionaries 
to  the  country  in  1886. 

The  WCBC,  organized  in  190&  flour- 

*tshed  under  the  HMB  support.  Through  _  _ 

a  letter-writing  campaign  bv  home  mis-  Former  WCBC  President  Victor  Gon- 
skmaiy  Annie  Armstrong,  the  board  pure  tales,  a  layperson  and  respected  oncoio- 
chased  the  Calvary  Church  property  in  gist  at  University  1  “  “ 

1888,  as  well  as  the  seminary  and  a  retire-  believe*  the  past  two  years  have  been 


ment  home  for  senior  adults,  to  advance  filled  wit 
Cuban  Baptists'  mission.  “The  «« 

Then  in  1959  after  the  Castro-led  revo-  are  still  1 
lution,  WCBC  churches  were  persecuted  who  has 
as  Cuba  was  declared  an  atheistic  country 
until  1902  when  it  was  formally  changed 
to  “secularist." 

The  Communist  Party’s  initial  crack- 
down  on  the  spread  of  Christianity  drew  planted 
the  Cuban  Baptists  together  as  they  membei 
sought  to  survive  in  a  hostile  regime.  has  34) 
Despite  such  adversitv.  in  recent  years  official!) 
the  work  of  the  WCBC  grew  as  leaders  Party)  a 
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Just  for  the  Record 


CORNERSVILLE  CHURCH.  POTT*  CAMP,  The  Children  in  Action  of  CONCORD  CHURCH.  BENTON-  NESHOBA  CHURCH.  UNION,  licensed 

held  a  baby  dedication  service  Mar.  18.  Shown  TIPPAH  ASSOCIATION,  were  instrumental  in  collecting  Andrew  Hanna  to  the  ministry  Mar.  25. 
are  Robert  Austin  Rhea,  his  parents,  Steve  and  food  for  the  Good  Samaritan  Center,  Ripley,  and  other  mission  Shown  <rre  Hanna  and  pastor  Johnny  Col- 
Jessica,  and  pastor  Joa  Epling.  prefects  Shown  are  the  children  and  leaders.  line. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


MS  POSITIONS 


University  in  New  Jersey  and  Majority  Leader  Harry  Reid, 
a  former  member  of  both  the  D.-  Nev.,  selected  Swett. 
President’s  Council  on  Bio-  The  other  commissioners 
ethics  and  the  U.S.  Commis-  still  on  the  panel  are  Azizah  al 
sion  on  Civil  Rights.  Hibri,  William  Shaw,  and  Ted 

‘  Van  Der  Meid.  Leo  s  service 

■  Zuhdi  Jasser  of  Phoenix,  will  be  terminated  May  14, 

Az.,  a  physician  and  presi-  however,  under  the  new  law. 
dent  of  the  American  Islamic  The  commission  issued  its 
Forum  for  Democracy,  which  annual  report  March  20,  and 
advocates  for  liberty  rather  called  on  the  State  Depart- 
than  the  establishment  of  an  ment  for  the  first  time  to  des- 
Islamic  state.  ignate  Turkey  and  Tajikistan 

asCPCs.  *  - 

■  Katrina  Lantos  Swett  of  USC1RF  also  recommend- 

Bow,  N.H.,  president  of  the  ed  14  other  countries  for  CPC 
-  -  -  ;  '  •*  -  - -  “  ax.  china. 

iqT^ran,  Ni- 
a,  Pakistan, 
idan,  Turk- 


cont.  from  p.  1 

Five  USCIRF  members 
were  required  to  go  off  the 
panel  March  22  under  a  new 
taw. 

The  commission's  con¬ 
gressional  reauthoriza¬ 

tion,  enacted  in  December, 
mandates  term  limits  for 
commissioners. 

The  other  commissioners 
whose  service  ended  were 
Nina  Shea,  Felice  Gae:,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Prodromou,  and  Don  Ar¬ 
gue.  Shea  had  served  on  the 
commission  since  its  estab¬ 
lishment  in  1999,  while  Gaer. 
Prodromou,  and  Argue  had 
been  on  the  panel  since  2001, 
2004*  and  2007,  respectively. 

The  commission  an¬ 
nounced  the  following  ap¬ 
pointees  will  join  the  panel: 

■  Robert  George,  jurispru¬ 
dence  professor  at  Princeton 


the  legacy  of  her  father,  the 
late  California  Congressman 
Tom  Lantos. 


LNC  FTBOO  PVLNCTCLN,  LNC  ESUPCT 


EBACLN;  DKL  LNC  PUTA  UE  UKT  FUA 


ONBSS  OLBRA  EUT  CJCT 


VOBVBN  EUTLM:  CVFNL 


Have  fun  urith  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzsle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  Five:  Thirty-four 
■y  Charles  Mar*.  IM2-KKM.  C  2005 
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Attorney:  churches 
can  and  should  get 
involved  in  issues 

Pastors  are  legally  permitted 
to  preach  'political'  sermons 


RALEIGH,  N.C.  (BP)  -  Vot¬ 
ers  in  up  to  five  states  this  year 
will  vote  on  the  definition  of  mar¬ 
riage  —  North  Carolina’s  vote  on 
May  8  is  the  first  —  and  many 
churches  already  are  involved, 
urging  their  members  to  stand 
up  for  the  biblical  definition  of 
marriage  as  being  between  one 
man,  one  woman. 

Still,  many  churcher  are  hesi¬ 
tant  to  speak  up,  fearful  that  do¬ 
ing  so  is  a  violation  of  Internal 
Revenue  Service  (IRS)  law  and 
could  endanger  their  tax-exempt 
status. 

Erik  Stanley,  senior  legal 
counsel  for  the  Alliance  Defense 
Fund,  says  that  pastors  and  con¬ 
gregations  have  nothing  to  fear. 
Under  IRS  law,  churches  cannot 
endorse  candidates  but  they  can 
lobby  for  specific  legislation,  pro¬ 
vided  that  the  time  and  money 
spent  doing  so  is  less  than  five 
percent  of  their  overall  operation 
and  budget,  Stanley  said.  •* 

"I  cannot  foresee  any  situa¬ 
tion  where  a  church  would  come 
anywhere  close  to  violating  that 
prohibition,' Stanley  told  Baptist 
Press  of  the  five  percent  limit. 
‘Essentially,  a  church  would 
have  to  devote  itself  almost 
wholeheartedly  to  lobbying  ef¬ 
forts  in  order  to  be  at  risk. 

'Consider  everything  that  a 
church  does,  in  terms  of  meet¬ 
ing  time  —  just  counting  all  the 
hours  that  a  church  meets  every 
year  —  and  then  take  five  to  15 
percent  of  that  to  devote  to  leg¬ 
islative  and  lobbying  activities 
No  church  is  going  to  come  any¬ 
where  dose  to  that." 

Stanley  wegt  one  step  further, 
saying  that  churches  not  only  are 
allowed  to  take  public  stands  on 
ballot  initiatives,  but  they  should 
do  so.  The  Alliance  Defense  Fund 
is  a  Christian  legal  group. 

"Without  the  voice  of  the 
church,  marriage  as  it  stands  be¬ 
tween  one  man  and  one  woman 
is  going  to  be  lost  in  these  five 
states  and  others,'  Stanley  said. 
“This  is  just  simply  an  area  where 
churches  don’t  need  to  be  afraid 
of  the  IRS.  The  IRS  allows  them 
to  be  involved." 

After  North  Carolina  votes  in 
May;  Maine  and  Minnesota  will 
follow  in  November.  Maryland 


and  Washington  state  likely  will 
be  added  to  that  November  list 
when  signature  drives  —  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  successful  —  conclude. 

The  North  Carolina  and  Min¬ 
nesota  amendments  seek  to  de¬ 
fine  in  the  state  constitutions 
marriage  as  between  a  man  and 
a  woman.  Maine's  vote  is  being 
promoted  by  homosexual  rights 
groups  and  could  legalize  homo¬ 
sexual  marriage.  In  Maryland 
and  Washington,  church  groups 
and  others  are  gathering  signa¬ 
tures  to  try  to  reverse  recently 
enacted  laws  that  legalized  ho¬ 
mosexual  marriage.’  Those  laws 
have  yet  to  take  effect. 

Stanley  said  pastors  and 
churches  can  legally: 

■  gather  signatures  for  peti¬ 
tions,  even  within  the  church 
building  itself. 

■  urge  members  to  support  or 
oppose  an  initiative. 

■  hand  out  literature  for  or 
against  an  initiative. 

■  hold  meetings  geared  spe¬ 
cifically  toward  the  initiative. 

■  preach  sermons  on  the  is¬ 
sue,  urging  members  to  vote  a 
certain  way. 

Churches  are  categorized 
as  501(c)(3)  organizations  un¬ 
der  IRS  code,  and  as  such  are 
restricted  in  what  they  can  do 
politically  They  are  absolutely 
prohibited  from  endorsing  can¬ 
didates,  Stanley  said,  but  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  do  an  'insubstantial" 
amount  of  lobbying  for  issues. 

Although  insubstantial  is  not 
defined,  one  court  defined  it  as 
five  percent,  another  as  15%.  To 
be  safe,  Stanley  said,  churches 
should  stay  within  the  five  per¬ 
cent  range. 

"People  think  that  a  church  is 
prohibited  from  doing  anything 
that's  considered  loboying.  ana 
that's  just  not  true,’  Stanley  said. 
■Qi inches  can  do  a  lot  of  things 
to  support  marriage  amend¬ 
ments  and  other  issues.  They're 
not  absolutely  prohibited  from 
doing  that.’ 


Mass,  school  under  fire  for 
removing  ‘God’  from  song 


NEW  YORK  (BP)  -  Par¬ 
ents  at  a  Massachusetts 
elementary  school  are  fu¬ 
rious  after  educators  first 
removed  the  word  'God' 
from  the  popular  Lee  Green¬ 
wood  song,  God  Bless  the 
U.S.A.,  and  then  pulled  the 
song  altogether  from  an  up¬ 
coming  concert. 

Fox  25  in  Boston  reported 
that  children  at  Stall  Brook 
Elementary  School  in  Bell¬ 
ingham  were  told  to  sing. 
"We  love  the  U.S.A.,'  instead 
of 'God  Bless  the  U.S.A.* 

After  parents  started 
complaining,  school  of¬ 
ficials  removed  the  song 
from  the  school  assembly 
concert.  The  school’s  prin¬ 
cipal  released  a  statement  to 
Fox  25  stating  they  hope  to 
'maintain  the  focus  on  the 
original  objective  of  shar¬ 
ing  students'  knowledge  of 
the  U.S.  States,  and  because 
of  logistics,  will  not  include 
any  songs.’ 

Greenwood  released  a 
statement  to  Fox  News  criti¬ 
cizing  the  school's  actions. 
“The  most  important  word 
in  the  whole  piece  of  music 


is  the  word  God,  which  is 
also  in  the  title  ‘God  Bless 
The  USA,*  Greenwood  said. 

"Maybe  the  school  rhould 
have  asked  the  parents  their 
thoughts  before  changing 
the  lyrics  to  the  song.  They 
could  have  even  asked  the 
writer  of  the  song,  which  1  of 
'  course,  would  have  said  you 
can't  change  the  lyrics  at  all 
or  any  part  of  the  song.’ 

Greenwood  said  the 
phrase  ‘God  Bless  the  USA* 
has  a  'very  important  mean¬ 
ing  for  those  in  the  military 
and  their  families,  as  well  as 
new  citizens  coming  into  our 
country.*  He  said  it’s  also 
played  at  naturalization  cer¬ 
emonies  behind  the  national 
anthem. 

'If  the  song  is  good 
enough  to  be  played  and 
performed  in.  its  original 
setting  under  those  circum¬ 
stances,  it  surely  should  be 
good  enough  for  our  chil¬ 
dren,'  Greenwood  said. 

An  online  poll  taken  by 
the  television  station  indi¬ 
cated  more  than  So  percent 
of  viewers  were  outraged  by 
removing  God  from  the  song. 


'I  don't  have  a  problem  with 
the  song,'  resident  Patrick 
Grudier  said.  ‘I  mean  It’s  on 
our  currency  (God).’ 

Not  everyone  agreed  — 
including  parent  Matthew 
Cote.  *1  don't  think  there's 
anything  wrong  with  chang¬ 
ing  the  song,'  he  told  the 
television.  ‘It’s  a  public 
school.  If  you  want  to  have 
the  word  God  in  the  song,  go 
to  a  private  school.* 

Reaction  on  Facebook 
has  been  overwhelmingly 
in  fsvor  of  the  traditional 
patriotic  song.  ‘Here  we  go 
again,  more  war  on  Christi¬ 
anity,"  wrote  one  Facebook 
user.  “You  can  remove  God 
all  you  want,  but  the  good 
news  —  there  is  still  a  loving 
God  and  He  lives.’ 

Another  Facebook  user 
called  ft  sad  and  disgusting. 
“I’d  like  to  say  unbelievable 
—  but  it  is  so  totally  believ¬ 
able.’ 

Eu:  tor's  note:  This  ar¬ 
ticle  first  appeared  at  wunv. 
toddstames.com.  Used  by 
permission.  Edited  for  style. 


Crouchs'  TBN  network  under 
accusations  of  financial  wrongs 


CHARLOTTE.  N.C.  (BP1  —  A 
$50  million  jet  Chauffeurs. 
Mansions  in  California  and 
Florida.  Clandestine  affairs. 
Crimes  and  cover-up.  Even  a 
$100,000  motor  home  for  the 
pet  dog. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the 
allegations  directed  against  the 
Trinity  Broadcasting  Network 
(TBN)  and  its  directors  in  a  pair 
of  lawsuits  filed  in  February  by 
former  employees  of  the  na¬ 
tion's  largest  Christian  broad¬ 
casting  network. 

The  first  lawsuit,  filed  on 
Feb.  t  in  US.  District  Court  in 
California,  contains  charges  by 
Brittany  Koper,  the  lurroer  chief 
financial  offioer  of  TBN  and  the 
granddaughter  of  founders  Paul 
and  Janice  Crouch.  Her  lawsuit 
is  not  against  TBN  but  against 
Davert  Jr  Loe,  one  ctfTBNs  law 
firms. 

Roper’s  suit  says  she  dis¬ 
covered  illegal  activities  when 
she  became  head  of  finance. 
Among  the  alleged  activities: 
“the  unlawful  distribution  of 
the  TBN  Companies'  charita¬ 
ble  assets  to  Trinity  Broadcast¬ 
ing's  directors,*  some  of  whom 
are  Crouch  family  members. 
The  suit  says  these  unlawful 
financial  transactions'  exceed 
(50  million. 


She  took  that  information  to 
Davert  ft  Loe,  seeking  legal  ad¬ 
vice.  The  firm  "acknowledged 
that  the  conduct  in  question 
was  unlawful  but  nevertheless 
advwed...  Ms.  Koper  to  perform 
and  cover  up  suai  unlawful  ac¬ 
tivities,’  according  to  the  law¬ 
suit 

The  suit  also  says  lawyers  in 
the  firm  harassed  her  sexually 
She  seeks  more  than  $500,000 
in  damages. 

The  other  lawsuit  is  against 
Trinity  Christian  Center  of  San¬ 
ta  Ana,  one  of  UN's  corporate 
entities,  as  well  as  other  TBN 
entities  and  Davert  ft  Loe.  Jo¬ 
seph  McVeigh,  Koper 's  unde, 
says  TBN  sued  him  in  retali¬ 
ation  against  Koper.  A  judge' 
dismissed  TBN's  claims  against 
McVeigh,  who  now  seeks  legal 
fees  and  ‘punitive  and  exem¬ 
plary  damages.* 

Rusty  Leonard,  president  ef 
MinistryWatch.com,  is  not  sur¬ 
prised  by  the  allegations.  *Ttu-y 
have  misled  folks  for  an  awfully 
long  time,'  he  said.  They’ve 
been  tiie  subject  of  more  Donor 
Watches  fnjm  MinistryWatch. 
com  than  any  other  ministry." 

A  Donor  Watch  is  a  warning 
not  ic  contribute  to-a  ministry 
until  the  problems  identified  in 
the  Donor  Watch  are  correbted. 


TBN  has  a  history  of  dodging 
bullets-  The  Los  Angeles  Times, 
MinistryWatch.com,  and  the 
Trinity  Foundation,  a  ministry 
watchdoggroup,  have  all  inves¬ 
tigated  TBN  and  have  all  pub¬ 
lished  critical  evidence,  but  with 
little  effect 

TBN  attorney  Colby  May  told 
World  News  Service  that  the  ac¬ 
cusations  of  Koper  and  McVeigh 
regarding  TBN  are  “bold  faced 
lies.’  He  accused  Koper  and 
her  husband  of  embezaing  and 
misappropriating  money  and 
property  from  TbN  and  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  Broadcast¬ 
ing  (ICB),  and  said  the  lawsuits 
are  attempts  to  divert  attention 
horn  her  wrongdoing. 

Years  of  negative  publicity 
may  be  one  reason  TBN  finances 
have  taken  a  turn  for  the  worse 
The  organization  still  lists  nearly 
$800  millkm  in  assets,  much  of 
it  in  cash  or  other  liquid  assets, 
according  to  MinistryWatch 
com  —  but  deficits  totaled  more 
than  $18  million  in  2010,  the 
last  year  for  which  numbers 
are  available,  and  assets  fell  by 
about  $30  million  from  2009  to 
2010  alone. 

Editor's  note:  This  article 
originally  appeared  in  World 
News  Sen  ice.  Edited  for  stifle. 
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ks  in  the  town  who  had 
available  and  created 


hand  ami  comes  up  with  a  solution.  "We 
will  outlaw  death,’' he  declared.  And  so  he 
led  the  town  to  paas  a  law,  resolution,  or 
some  kind  of  mandate  that  it  was  against 
the  law  for  anybody  in  the  town  to  die. 

What  a  great  idea!  Why  didn’t  some¬ 
one  think  of  that  earlier?  Surely  a  creative, 
innovative,  initiative  like  that  will  soon 
reach  some  of  our  leaden  and  potitidMa 
and  no  doubt  all  across  America  laws  will 
be  passed  making  death  illegal.  Sometime 
later  when  the  mayor  of  this  town  was  be¬ 
ing  interviewed  about  this  interesting  law, 
heliad  to  admit  that  some  of  the  towns¬ 
people  had  already  broken  the  law. 

Now  while  this  story  may  sound  dever 
and  cute,  the  real  problem  is  not  that 


Outlaw  Death 


death  but  to  recognize  that  me  and  dead- 
are  not  in  our  hands,  but  they  are  in  God’s 
hands.  Hebrew  9:27  says,  "It  is  appointed 
man  once  to  the,  and  apart  from  the  awe¬ 
some  intervention  of  the  coming  of  Jesus 
every  one  of  us  will  face  death.  Do  what 


txscativa  director 


Christ  Death  has  been  overcome.  While 
the  laws  in  Italy  or  anywhere  else  cannot 
stop  death,  Jesus  Christ,  God’s  Son,  came 
to  this  earth,  died  on  the  cross  for  our 
sins,  and  was  buried  Three  days  later  He 
did  not  just  cheat  death  He  conquered 
death.  He  had  declared  that  He  was  the 
resurrection  and  the  life  and  whosoever 
believeth  in  Him  should  not  perish  but 
have  everlasting  life.  Death  has  been 
overcome  for  every  one  of  ua  in  Christ 
Later  when  Paul  was  dealing  with  life 
and  death  issues  be  said  "The  last  enemy 
that  shall  be  destroyed  is  death’  (I  Cor. 
5:26)  Isn’t  that  absolutely  glorious?  God 
has  not  passed  a  law  against  death,  but 
He  has  erven  a  living  Savior  to  conquer 
death.  I  find  it  fascinating  that  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  says  that  the  last  enemy  that  shall 
be  destroyed  is  death.  There  are  many 
enemies  that  hurt  us  and  many  that  need 
to  be  overcome  or  even  destroyed 
'I  suppose  you  coaid  describe  - 
of  the  enemies  as  undisci - 


under  a  kind  of  God-guided  disci¬ 
pline  they  can  ruin  ua.  Just  think  of 
aD  of  the  things  that  when  they  get  | 
rol  begin  I 


lives.  See  what  beg  ns  to  happen  with 
things  like  eating,  exercising,  sleep¬ 
ing,  smoking,  or  drinking  get  out 
ofcontrol  and  seriously  damage  ns. 
Discipline  with  a  spiritually  touched 
balance  in  life  is  essential  for  us  to 
live  with  purpose  a  id  meaning. 

Another  enemy  that  I  have 
watched  so  often  plague  people 
is  unforgiveness.  Unforgiveness 
expresses  itself  in  a  person  s  life  in 
high  doses  of  poison  that  no  one  sees, 
ana  yet  the  individual  who  is  expe¬ 
riencing  it  is  gradually  being  killed. 
Life  is  being  eroded  because  they  do 
not  forgive.  It  sounds  like  such  an 
easy  exercise  to  forgive  someone,  and 
yet  dealing  with  the  crucial  issues  of 
life  and  relationships,  it  is  not  only 
extremely  difficult,  out  apart  from  an 
enormous  measure  of  grace  from  God, 
it  is  impossible.  There  are  times  when 
I  have  seen  strong  Christian  believers 
face  a  time  and  situation  in  their  life 


lives  and  they  genuinely  and  lovingly 
gpjHgu  Again,  I  am  amazed. 

Another  enemy  that  rears  its 
ugly  head  in  oar  lives,  often  in 
oar  spiritual  life  and  especially 
with  people  we  know  the  best  is 
simply  described  as  un  willing. 
From  a  Biblical  standpoint,  it  could  be 
said  and  supported  that  God  is  always 
at  work.  He  is  always  working  in 
the  depths  of  our  lives  and  the  outer 
reaches  of  our  lives.  Often  He  is  pull¬ 


out  of  control  I 


1  to  destroy  our 


understand,  but  I  still  am  a  maxed  that 
they  cannot  or  will  not  forgive.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  have  seen  great  Christian 
people  dealing  with  situations  in  their 


>ng  direct  . 
en,  but  He  is  at  work.  But  while  He 
is  always  at  work,  it  seems  as  though 
we  are  always  looking  for  some  way  to 
express  our  unwillingness  to  do  what 
He  wants  us  to  do.  We  are  constantly 
coming  to  that  moment  like  the  rich 
young  ruler  who  said,  ’What  must 
I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life?"  Jesus 
explained  to  him  that  there  was  one 
thing  standing  between  him  and  obe¬ 
dience  to  Goa.  Jesus  said,  ’One  thing 
thoulackest.’  At  that  crucial  point 
while  many  other  things  may  nave 
been  a  part  of  his  lifejhi^arar  unwill¬ 
ing  to  obey.  /"n/ 

So  while  you  and  I  turn  in  every 
direction  and  find  the  enemies  that 
would  keep  us  from  being  what  God, 
wants  us  to  be,  the  final  and  largest  en¬ 
emy  that  we  face  is  death.  Until  death 
arrives  we  feel  like  we  can  address  the 
other  issues.  Here  is  the  bottom  line 
fact.  Whether  it  is  theae  other  things 
or  death  itself  we  have  only  one  hope 
for  victory,  and  that  is  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  He  conquers  our  uncontrolled 
lives.  He  is  the  One  who  enables  us 
to  forgive.  He  alone  is  able  to  shape 
our  hearts  so  that  we  will  be  obedient 
to  God.  Today  turn  to  Him  and  allow 
HtnffofecMhe  and  be  the  conqueror  of  * 
all  th'.4S  in  your  life. 

The  author  am  be  contacted  at  jfutral(S> 
mbcb.org. 


Just  for  the  Record 


FIRST  CHURCH.  BELMONT,  held  a  commis¬ 
sioning  service  for  Mstt  Burks  Msr.  25.  Burks  is 
ssrving  in  Ufa,  Russia,  through  ths  IMB  Jour¬ 
neyman  program.  Shown  are  Burks,  left,  and 
DeWayne  Goodgina,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Fyer.Tenn. 


FREENY 

CHURCH. 

CARTMA8E. 

recognizes  its 
Bible  Buddies, 

Children's  Bible 
driilere,  and 
Student  Bible 
drillers. 


In  othsr  Church 
News: 

>  Old  Hebron  Church. 
Jefferson  Dsvis  County,  will 


followed  by  s  fellowship. 

>  Arlington  Church.  Bogus 
Chitto,  will  host  The  Southern 
Plainsmen  in  concert  May  6. 
U  a.ito,  followed  by  dinner.  A 
love  offering  will  be  received. 


The  ladies  of  FIRST 
CHURCH.  QUITMAN. 

hsvs  complstsd  their 
second  generstion  of 
witness  dolls.  Over 
350  dolls  have  been 
made  and  sent  to  Hon¬ 
duras.  South  Africa. 
Uganda.  Trinidad,  and 
the  Philippines.  Gene 
Neal,  pastor 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Senior  citizens  from  Baptist  churches  across  Attala  County  attended  the  Senior  Citi¬ 
zens  Meeting  at  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  near  Kosciusko  on  Apr.  3.  They  were 
first  entertained  by  Paul  McGehee,  Senior  Adult  Director  of  ATTALA  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION,  and  then  by  Maura  Fields,  a  singer/songwriter  from  Pontotoc.  Approximately 
160  senior  citizens  enjoyed  the  entertainment  and  the  delicious  meal  that  followed 


The  State  Keyboard  Festival  was  tiekJ  at  WOOOLAND  MLLS  CHURCH, 
JACKSON.  Feb.  2S. 

ABOVE  Summer  Scholarship  winners  include:  (back  row)  McKenzie  Garrison, 
Piney  Grove  Church,  Randolph;  Satrins  Massey,  First  Church,  Bruce;  Erin  Wilson, 
OoMgstes  Church,  Brandon;  Lane  Williamson,  West  Heights  Church,  Pontotoc; 
(front  row)  Diane  Wferd,  Crossgates  Church,  Brandon;  Rachel  Ward.  Crossgates 
Church,  Brandon;  Olivia  Nicholson,  First  Church,  McComb. 

BELOW  Adjudicators:  Bob  Knupp,  Mississippi  College;  L  Darwin  Brooks.  Blue 
Mountain  College;  Kathy  Vail,  William  Carey  University;  Angela  Willoughby,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College;  Howard  Ksever,  William  Carey  University;  and  Worship  Leader, 
Slater  Murphy,  Director,  Church  Music  Department  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board.  x 


BELOW:  BETHESDA  CHURCH 
TERRY,  elected  Jack  Ramer  as  dea¬ 
con.  Shown  are  pastor  Robby  Britt 
and  Ramer. 


ABOVE:  BETHESDA  CHURCH. 
TERRY,  licensed  Andy  Pepper  to  the 
ministry  Sept.  IB.  Shown  are  pastor 
Robby  Britt  and  Pepper. 


Revivals  & 
Homecomings 

►  New  Fellowship 
Church,  HMcory:  90th 
anniversary,  Apr.  29;  wor¬ 
ship.  11  a.m.,  followed  by 


Diana  Chandler  of  New  Oi  - 
leans  has  been  named  as  staff 
writer  for  Baptist  Press,  the 
news  service  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  effec¬ 
tive  Mar.  26.  Chandler  has 
been  a  freelance  writer  since 
2008.  Her  work  for  Baptist 
Press  has  included  coverage  of 
last  year’s  hurricane-related 
flooding  in  New  York,  New 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  She 
also  contributed  to  a  series  of 
stories  on  Southern  Baptists' 
Cooperative  Progrtim  in  2009. 
A  native  of  Laurel,  she  holds  a 
master  s  degree  in  journalism 
from  Northwestern  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Evanston,  111.,  and  an 
undergraduate  degree  in  jour¬ 
nalism  from  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 


Revival,  Apr.  22  -25;  Ain., 
10  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.; 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  am.;  Jim 
Futral,  speaker;  Tim  Most 
music;  for  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  601.847.1593. 

►  Calvary  Church, 
Columbia:  Homecoming, 
Apr.  22, 10  a.m.;  Chad 
Davis,  speaker,  Gerald 
Simmons,  music. 
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NADARKHANI 

com.  from  p.  t 

'Brazil  has  a  working  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Iran  on  adaily  ba¬ 
sis.*  Sekulow  said.  "The  Brazil¬ 
ian  government  has  really  taken 
this  case  —  senators,  the  execu¬ 
tive  branch,  the  people  of  Brazil 
-  and  it's  such  a  key  diplomatic 
partner  for  Iran.* 

In  March,  Iran  acknowledged 
to  the  U.N.  Human  Rights 
Council  meeting  in  Switzerland 
that  Nadarkhani  was  charged 
with  faith-baaed  crimes.  Spe¬ 
cifically,  Iran's  human  rights 
representative,  Mohammad- 
Javad  Larijani,  said  Nadarkhani 
was  charged  with  telling  youth 
about  Christ  without  their  p.tr 
ents'  permission,  leading  an  Il¬ 
legal  house  church  in  his  home, 
and  offending  Islam. 

"He  offended  Islam  by  saying 
that  Jesus  was  the  only  way  to 
heaven,"  Sekulow  said. 

Sekulow  urged  fhe  rest  of  the 


world  to  continue  praying  for 
Nadarkhani  while  also  recog¬ 
nizing  that  the  American  view 
of  courts  and  jails  is  meaning¬ 
less  in  Iran. 

'He  has  the  death  sentence 
hanging  over  his  bead  and  the 
question  now  is,  does  Iran  try  to 
push  this  to  another  trial  —  try  a 
new  judicial  proceaa  to  stall  the 
issue  because  of  the  internation¬ 
al  pressure?  That's  where  we're 
focused  now.  We  have  gotten  so 
much  of  the  world’s  attention," 
Sekulow  said.  "I  think  we  have 
to  grtnast  the  goal  of  just  keep¬ 
ing  him  alive,  and  ,igure  out 
how  to  get  him  to  h*  released." 

SekuTow  s  group  raised  the 
alarm  about  Nadarkhani's  case 
in  February,  fearing  his  execu¬ 
tion  was  imminent.  The  execu- 
tion  did  not  occur  but  does  not 
mean  that  it  was  not  scheduled. 
Sekulow  said.  Iran  has  a  history 
of  scheduling  an  execution  to 
see  if  the  information  leaks,  he 
pointed  out 

"If  it  doesn't  [leak],  they  may 


carry  H  out,  and  that's  what 
tappened  the  last  time  they  did 

Iran  last  carried  out  an  ex¬ 
ecution  for  apostasy  in  1990. 

"He's  not  doing  this  to  be 
some  worldwide  martyr  that  ev¬ 
eryone  knows  about.*  Sekulow 
said.  "He  really  la  representing 
hundreds  if  not  thousands  of 
people  who  are  in  the  tame  dtu- 
ation." 

In  September,  Nadarkhani 
was  given  four  chance*  to  re¬ 
cant  his  faith  in  court  and  re¬ 
fused  each  time.  His  case  then 
was  referred  to  the  ayatollah 
The  American  Center  for  Law 
and  Justice  repotted  one  of  his 
court  exchanges. 

"Repent  means  to  return. 
What  should  I  return  to?  To  the 
‘ilaaphemy  that  I  hud  before  my 
fetth  in  Christ?"  Nadarkham 

asked 

To  the  religion  of  your  an- 
ccstors,  Islam,  the  judge  re¬ 
portedly  replied.  "I  cannot,"  the 
pastor  responded. 
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Business  executive  Dan  Grafton  (left)  and  longtime  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  leader  Jerry  Rankin  (right)  will  be  among  MIS¬ 
SISSIPPI  COLLEGE'S  spring  2012  graduation  speakers. 
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A  dozen  BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE  students  were  i  new ’led  as  members  of  the  2012- 
13  Student  Body  Association  Council.  Seated  lleft  to  right)  are:  Abby  Wade,  Euzelien  Rep¬ 
resentative,  Memphis;  Ashleigh  Moss,  Koinonia  Representative,  Collierville.  Tenn.;  Jamie 
Wagner,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Selmer,  Tenn.;  and  Hannah  Forsythe.  Baptist  Student  Union 
Tenn.  Standing  are:  Macy  Watkins,  Eunomian  Rep 
Ekklesian  Representative,  New  Albany;  Spence 
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son  during  a  pre-Masters 
phone  interview  from  Scotts¬ 
dale,  Ariz.  They  re  just  trying 
to  figure  it  out. 

Watson’s  identity  is  not 
wrapped  up  in  his  freakishly 
long  drives  from  his  lanlnr 
6- foot-3,  180-pound  left-hand¬ 
ed  swing  —  he  leads  the  Tour 
with  a  315-yard  average.  Rath¬ 
er,  take  one  look  at  his  Twitter 
profile  and  you  may  figure  out 
what’s  different  about  Watson: 

'@bubbawatson:  Christian. 

Husband.  Daddy.  Pro  Golfer. 
Owner  of  General  Lee  V 
Watson  is  an  outspoken.  Chris¬ 
tian  golfer  and  he  uses  his  Twitter 
account  — along  with  his  platform 


ABC  Homes  seeks 
servant-minded  people  who 
are  called  to  a  ministry, 
not  just  a  job. 


Leam  the  Safe  and 
Secure  Way  to  Earn 
Stock  Market  Unked 
Returns  Without 
Market  Risk  to  Your 
Principal. 
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Mr.  RoneU  Nix  J 
Mn  Lorn  M 
SouthcrUnd 
Robert  Glen  Nobles 

Mn.  Merle  Easterting 
Barban  Oewalt 

Deer  Creek  BC.  Rolling 
Fork 

Robert  Pace 

Mike  ft  Sally  Hitt 
Percy  Parker 

Ma.  Margaret  H. 
Durham 

Mr.  A.  L.  'Slick'  Payne 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Burl  Harris 
Mn.  Tena  Haskins 
James  ft  Mary  Aha 
Clark 

Jimmy  ft  Jo  Ann 
Carruth 

Phi]  ft  Jackye  Murray 
Linda  Pearson 

Randy  ft  Karen  Tabb 
Mrs  Mary  Jean  Peets 
Peggy  it  Gene  Allen 
Mn.  Martha  Ann  May 
Klaus 

Dr.  ft  Mn.  Chester  W. 
Masterson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Doc  Oakman 
Mn.  Pauline  Peterman 
Ms.  Mgjie  Northway 
Jimmy  Pickens 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Larry  Benson 
Eva  Nell  Pittman 

Faithful  Wrkn  SSC, 
Salem.  Tyleri 
Mr.  Paul  M.  Rankin 

unwrap"®1  Mr*M,“ok^ 

Ms.  Vickie  Hancock 
Ms.  Judy  Moss 
Mn.  Darthy  T.  Whitten 
Mn.  Lons  M.  Southerland 
Wilford  McArn 

Ms.  Marilyn  Laird 
Robert  McCain 

Chuck  ft  Mary  Henderson 
Mr  B.  P.  McCardle  Jr 

Helping  Hands  SSC. 

PBC  Crystal  Springs 
Joe  McCorkle 

George  ft  Claudette 
Faulk 

Dr.  Bryan  McCnw 

Ms.  Marilyn  Laird 
Mr.  Roland  McCnllar 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Terry  E. 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27  ’ 

Clinton,  MS  390604)027 
(601)922-2242 


Doyle  Williamson 

Ms  Marilyn  Laird 
Mr.  In  T.  Wilson 

PBC  New  Augusta 
Mr.  Tom  Woods 

Mrs.  Dot  C  Griffin 
Mrs.  Lorens  Prather  Wooten 
Lacy  Keene  SSC.  New 
Prospect  BC 

Myra.  Jean,  Janet  ft 
Families 
Louise  ADgood 
James  ft  Betty  Crosby 
Ms.  Ruth  J.  Prather 
Ms.  Alana  Greer 
Bird  SSC.  FBC  Madison 
Valley  SSC.  FBC  Madison 
Wooten  SSC,  FBC 
Madison 

Bailey  ft  Carol  Chandler 


Alicia  Williamson  Voge 
Tom  ft  Bettye  Coward 
Mother  of  JS  .  Waddell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hubert  T. 
Kendrick 

Mr.  George  Rae  Walker  Jr 
Curtis  ft  Kaye  Buchanan 
Dr.  T.P.  Walker 

Jean  ft  Glynn  Jones 
Dr.  Thomas  Walker 

Mr,  ft  Mn.  Jerry  L 


The  Tarver  Foundation 
Mrs.  dain  Holmes  Taylor 
Sarah  ft  Jim  Pilgrim 
Mrs.  Peggy  S.  Taylor 

Frankie  ft  Bill  Warren 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W  R.  Boone 
Ms.  Carolyn  P.  Harrison 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  G.  A.  Kyker 
Ms.  Janice  Turner 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  C.  York 
Craig  Jr. 

Ms.  Lorene  Gregory 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Leland  P. 
Howard  Jr. 


JANUARY  ton 


Mn.  Notts  Lee  Reeves 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Thomas  W. 
Brock 

Prank  Reid  Sr 

Old  Union  BC.  Shannon 
Lynn  Robinson 

Walter  Barbee 
Joey  Rogers 

Mn.  Margaret  Anthony 
Mn.  Judy  Bennett 
Mike  ft  Janet  McAlpin 
Herman  Rowley 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Lester 


ree  vacation  Bible  bchool  nametags 

are  available 

from  The  Baptist  Children's  Village! 

(Tags  an  in  color.  Design  is  as  shown, 
with  additional  8CV  fun  facts  on  the  reverse  side. ) 


We  also  are  offering  to  send  speakers 
to  come  share  with  your  church  and  have  project 
ideas  for  your  children. 

Please  call  601-922-2242  or  e-mail 
bcv9bapeistchildrensvillage.com  to  make  your  request 
or  get  more  information. 

We  need  your  nametag  orders  by  April  30,  2012. 


ft  Mary  Aha 


^Sunday  School 


for  April  15,  2012 


Christianity  103:  Meet  Needs  •  Luke  9:1-50 


Do  you  remember  the  scene  in  the  mov¬ 
ie  'Field  of  Dreams'  whet  Kevin  Costner's 
brother-in-law  is  mocking  he  famib  for  sit¬ 
ting  at  the  baseball  field  staring  at  nothing? 
Then,  after  “Doc"  stone  off  the  held  to  come 
to  the  aid  of  the  little  girt,  you  can  hear  die 
brother-in-law  in  the  background  asking 
“when  all  the  baseball  players  got  there?  As 
the  audience,  we  knew  they  were  there  but 
because  of  his  obsessive  need  for  the  world 
to  make  sense,  the  brother-in-law  could 
not  It  was  easier  for  his  mind  to  abandon 
reason  and  logic  than  to  admit  there  were 
things  that  were  bigger  than  he  was.  In  the 
film,  only  those  that  were  willing  to  believe 
that  world  is  not  one  dimensional  and  hilly 
logical  are  able  to  enjoy  the  game.  That  ts 
Hollywood,  but  even  in  real  life,  the  bound¬ 
aries  of  control,  order,  and  logic  can  rob  us 


Notice  Needs,  Luke  9:10-12.  Far  too 
often,  we  are  Kevin  Costner’s  brother-in- 


has  placed  me  here  and  made  me  aware  of 
it  =  I  am  to  meet  that  need.  (See  John  5:10- 


otten,  we  are  Kevin  Costners  brother-in-  it  =  I  am  to  meet  that  need.  (See  John  5: 19- 
**1  Prjjrog  in  our  churches  for  prospects  23)  From  the  Biblical  perspective,  it  makes 
while  oblivious  to  the  hum  of  lawn  mowers  perfect  sense.  13  to  10,000  is  a  reason- 
and  the  cars  streamiig  up  and  down  our  able  challenge  because  the  victory  is  aD  the 
streets  during  service  time.  We  ask  God  to  sweeter.  In  his  book  'Experiencing  God" 
send  us  to  the  needy  that  we  drive  past  on  Henry  Blackaby  reminds  us,  when  we  rec- 


In  this  week’s  lesson  the  writer  asks  us 
to  explore  ways  that  we  may  have  closed 
our  minds  to  God  rather  than  admit  our 
failures  and  weakness.  It  is  expected  of  un¬ 
believers  but  every  believer  also  has  Biblical 
.truths  we  ignore  rather  than  acknowledge 
that  God  expects  more  of  us.  It  is  more 
comfortable  .0  think  of  a  God  that  supports 
our  definition  of  'reasonable'  and  'unrea¬ 
sonable' than  one  that  pushes  us  to  go  ever 
further  for  the  sake  of  His  kingdom. 


our  way  to 
and  from 
church  im¬ 
pulsively 
rolling  up 
our  win¬ 
dows  and 
locking  our 
doors  as  we 
do.  When 
the  disci¬ 
ples  looked 
out  at  what 

could  have  been  10,000  people  or  more, 
they  saw  a  monster  crowd  that  should  have 
planned  better.  There  are  thousands  of 
them  and  thirteen  of  us.  It  is  just  not  rea¬ 
sonable  to  expect  us  to  provide  for  so  many, 

even  with  Jesus  on  our  team. 

Take  Action,  Luke  9:13-17.  When 
Jesus  looked  at  the  exact  same  crowd.  He 
saw  people  that  had  come  out  of  their  homes 
and  towns  to  listen  to  Him.  To  Jesus,  the 
math  was  simple:  They  have  a  need  +  God 


ognize  that 
someone 
else  hurts  or 
has  needs. 

Explore  the  Bible  £ 

with  Kelly  Mitchell  **  involved 

■L-*-  -  especially, 
T?  when  the 

c  ‘ds  are 
humanly 
impossible. 

Faith  is  not  grown  from  tasks  we  feel  up 
to.  Faith  grows  from  completing  God-sized 
fat's. 

Trust  God,  Luke  9:37-43A.  I  pas¬ 
tor  a  small  and  wonderful  church  that  God 
placed  in  one  of  the  poorest  counties  in  the 
poorest  state  in  our  country.  It  is  massiveh 
overwhelming  to  look  around  our  commu¬ 
nity  and  take  inventory  of  the  need.  There 
is  no  way  that  our  membership  or  our  cof¬ 
fers  can  make  a  dent  but  what  church  can? 


Who  of  us  has  a  cure  for  drug  or  alco¬ 
hol  addiction,  unwed  mothers,  or  fa¬ 
therless  households?  Who  can  solve 
the  problem  of  gangs  and  crime?  Who 
can  break  the  cycle  of  poverty?  No 
one!  But  that  is  the  good  news. 

Any  competent  professional  will  as¬ 
sure  you  that  you  do  not  cure  these  prob¬ 
lems;  the  sufferer  has  to  want  to  come 
out  of  these  circumstances.  The  true 
need  is  not  poverty,  addiction,  or  crime, 
it  is  spiritual.  We  cannot  feed,  clothe,  or 
treat  them  all  but  we  can  share  the  truth 
of  Jesus.  Only  with  a  circumcision  of  the 
heart  (Romans  2:29  HCSB)  can  these 

For  discussion:  Jesus^dhTilRt  ig¬ 
nore  the  physical  needs  of  those  that 
came  out  to  receive  His  instruction, 
how  will  He  respond  to  those  that  go 
out  to  share  His  instruction?  When 
will  we  ever  feel  like  we  have  enough 
people  and  enough  resources  to  tackle 
problems  in  our  community?  What 
need  in  your  church  or  community 
is  God  showing  your  class?  Based  on 
the  answers  to  these  three  questions, 
what  is  God  asking  you  to  do  today? 

Mitchell  is  pastor  of  Mam  Street  Oturch, 
Goodman. 


Jesus  Lives  in  Believers*  Gal.  2:19b-21;  Gal.  2:20-21;  Rom.  6:1-7;  John  15:1-5 


We  Are  Crucified  With  Christ 
Galatians  2:l9b-2i; 

KJV  Galatians  2:20-21 
What  does  our  lesson  title,  V- 
sus  Lives  In  Believers',  really  mean? 

We’ve  learned  this  month  that  Jesus 
was  crucified,  died,  was  buried,  and 
most  importantly.. .He  arose  and  lives. 

He’s  alive!!  But,  He  doesn't  live  in  ev¬ 
ery  person.  We  must  first  become  be¬ 
lievers  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  do  that  by 
asking  Him  to  forgive  us  for  our  sins. 

He  will.  We  trust  Him  when  He  says 
we  will  live  forever. 

Our  faith  grows  as  we  read  our 
Bible.  It  grows  some  more  as  we  talk 
to  God  (pray).  Talking  to  God  means 
we  tell  Goa  things  then  listen  as  He 
speaks  and  assures  us  with  answers. 

The  more  we  contact  Jesus,  the  more 
we  allow  Him  to  come  into  and  be  a 
part  of  our  lives.  We  soon  realize  that 
we  have  become  a  part  of  His  crucifix¬ 
ion,  resurrection  and  His  life.  When 
we  acknowledge  this  concept,  v  e  no 

longer  live  to  ourselves  and  what  we  - . — 

want.  We  earnestly  want  to  please  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us' 

God  with  everything  we  say  and  do.  He  continued.  His  death  n 
I  hope  you  nave  neard  tne  song  re-  provided  grace  which  is  C 
corded  by  Phillips,  Craig  and  Dean,  undeserved  love  gift  that  g 
entitled  “Crucified  With  Christ.' It  be-  na)  life.  The  audience  wo 
gins  by  a  person  looking  at  their  former  are  you  saying?  Since  grace 
life  before  salvation,  then  recognizing  thing,  should  we  go  on  sinning  so  we  can 


how  alive  they  felt  later  as  a  Believer  receive  r 
in  Christ.  The  words  and  tune  of  the  I'd  liked  t 
chorus  will  stay  in  your  memory  for  body  Ian 
‘Je-  days.  Chorus:  'For  I  am  crucified  with  expUinir 

“  Christ  and  yet  I  live.  Not  I  but  Christ  I _ “ _ 

that  lives  within  me.  His  cross  will  bituaDy  1 
never  ask  for  more  than  I  can  give,  For  -  baptized 
it’s  not  my  strength  but  His.  There’s  1 
no  great¬ 
er  sacri¬ 
fice  for  I 
am  cruci¬ 
fied  with 
Christ 
and  yet  I 
live/ 


in  South  Florida  where  trees,  bushes  and 

- , - grass  were  green  all  year.  Changing  sea- 

lage.  But,  he  continued  steadily  sons  means  special  care  for  .all  growing 
_  how  they  should  fed  once  they  plants  and  trees  in  our  yard  in  Toom- 
hadibecome  believers.  We  should  NOT  ha-  suba,  Mississippi.  It  still  seems  strange 
“  t  practice  sinning  When  we  were  to  prune  branches  and  limbs  until  they 
.  I  into  Christ  Jesus,  we  were  baptized  are  so  dose  to  the  ground.  I  always  hope 

into  His  death  and  resurrection  through  the  they  are  strong  enough  to  recover  and 

Kgioty  of  the  return.  Our  pick  climbing  rose  usually 
hh  Father  unto  exerts  itself  the  fastest.  The  pruning  re- 
new  life.  ally  helps  it  to  grow  quicker  and  more 

I  love  plentiful  than  before.  That  example  of 
to  hear  my  God’s  creation  is  a  good  lesson  as  we 
v*  H  pastor-hus-  leam  what  Jesus  meant  when  He  taught 
\  ■  hand  when  the  disciples  about  the  vine  and  the 

v  he  baptizes  branches.  The  branches  draw  strength 

someone,  from  the  vine,  so  our  staying  close  to 
He  leans  the  Christ  helps  us  to  be  productive  and 
candidate  fruitful. The  fruit  for  the  Christian  is 
back  and  a  Christlike  life.  It  is  the  reproduc- 
Dead  to  sin  and  buried  with  Christ  tion  of  those  characteristics  of  life 
(they  are  immersed  in  the  water).  Bring-  expressed  in  Jesus  Christ  himself.' 

_ „  ing  mem  up  he  says: 'Raised  to  walk  in  the  (Layman's  Bible  Book  Commentary). 

Christ,  newness  of  life!*  Most  congregations  dap  Some  of  Jesus' words  that  are  good  to 
6).  He  to  welcome  them  into  their  church.  remember  are:  "I  am  the  true  vine,  and 

ere  still  Such  a  beautiful  picture  of  the  qew  Be-  toy  Father  is  the  $ardner... Remain  in 

ns  5:8)  bever  joining  Christ  m  His  death  and  resur-  me.  as  1  also  remain  in  you  .  I  am  the 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

with  Betty  Davis 


Mississippi  evangelist  indicted  for  secret  videos.’plea  of  'not  guilty'  entered 

He  has  pleaded  not  guilty  to  the  home  of  a  Gosndl.  Ark.,  min- 
the  Mississippi  charges.  A  trial  is  ister  during  a  speaking  engage 
scheduled  to  Degin  June  25. 

Nuckolls  is  married,  and  neigh¬ 
bors  said  he  and  his  wife  adopted 
a  baby  last  >  sir 

Nuckolls  came  under  investi-  _ „ _ _ 

gation  in  October  while  staring  in  discovers  1  the  pen  was  actually  a 


ment  in  the  minister's  church.  He  allegedly  turned  up  numerous  in- 
allegedh  recorded  the  minister's  stances  of  secret  recordings  in  sev¬ 
eral  locales,  leading  to  the  charees 
in  Mississippi  and  prompting  for 
ther  investigations  in  Arkansas 
and  Texas. 


Httherings  is  being  investigated  in  Each  count  carries  a  maxi- 
three  states  for  video  voyeurism.  mum  sentence  of  five  years 

Sammy  Nuckolls  of  Olive  and  will  require  Nuckolls  to 
Branch  was  indicted  in  Feb-  register  as  a  sex  offender. 
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Poll  charts  pastors'  opinions  on  Mormons 

Among  American  Protestant  pastors 

'I  personally  consider  Mormons 
(Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter 
Day  Saints)  to  be  Christians." 


NASHVLLE.  twin.  (BP)  -  Most 
pasters  fed  strongly  that  Mor¬ 
mons  are  u*  Christians,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  survey  by  LifeWay  Re¬ 
search. 

The  survey  pdled  wx»  Amer¬ 
ican  Protestant  pastors  and  asked 
them  to  respond  terthe  statement 
T  personalty  consider  Mormons 
(Church  o#  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 


strongty  disagree  that  Mormons 
are  Christians,  just  48%  of  main¬ 
line  restore  feel  the  same  way. 

Mainline  pastors  are  more 
likely  than  their  evangelical 
counterparts  both  to  strongly 
agree  that  Mormons  are  Chris¬ 
tians  (nine  percent  to  three  per¬ 
cent)  and  to  somewhat  agree 
(16%  to  nine  percent). 

Pastors  65  and  older  are 
die  least  Hkdy  age  bracket  to 
strongly  disagree  that  Mormons 
are  Christians,  with  48%  holding 
that  opinion. 

Pastors  whose  highest  educa¬ 
tion  level  is  not  beyond  a  bach¬ 
elor’s  degree  are  more  likely  to 
be  unsure  about  Mormons  man 
pastors  who  hold  a  graduate  de¬ 
gree.  While  16%  of  those  with  no 
more  than  a  bachelor’s  degree  are 
unsure  whether  Mormons  are 
Christians,  hist  five  percent  with 
a  graduate  degree  are  unsure. 

"Individuals  holding  to  the 
Mormon  faith  are  in  the  news 
in  politics,  entertainment,  and 
sports,"  Stetzer  said.  It  is  in¬ 
evitable  that  pastors  will  be  ap¬ 
proached  with  questions  from 


(Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints)  to  be  Christians.’ 

Three-quarters  (75X)  disagree 
with  the  statement,  including 
60%  who  strongly  disagree  and 
15%  who  somewhat  disagree.  Just 
11%  somewhat  agree,  six  percent 
strongly  agree  and  nine  percent 
do  not  know. 

’Though  pastors  believe  over- 
whrindngy  that  Mormorosm  is 
not  Christianity,  their  opinions 
should  not  be  [viewed  as]  per¬ 
sonal  scorn  far  Mormons,"  said 
Ed  Stetser,  vice  president  of  re¬ 
search  and  ministry  development 
at  LifeWay  Christian  Resources. 
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adult  population  and  58%  of  WWWJW>Wymfrch.COtW 
Utah's  population  —  the  state 
founded  by  early  Mormon  lead- 

era.  In  comparison,  evangelical  trated  in  the  West,  with  35%  in  Catholics,  and  mainline  Prc*es- 
Protestanta  and  Roman  Catholics  Utah,  13%  in  California  andseven  tants.  A  full  83%  of  Mormons 
each  make  up  about  a  quarter  of  percent  in  Idaho.  say  religion  is  very  important  in 

the  UA  population  (26%  and  In  the  Pew  study’s  measure  of  their  lives,  compared  with  56* 
24%,  respectively)  intensity  of  nefapous  bri&rf  and  of  the  general  population.  Tliree 

Seventy-six  percent  of  the  UA  practice.  Mormons  ranked  high-  quarters  of  Mormons  (78%)  at 


tant  churches. 

The  completed  sample  of 
t/ioo  phone  interviews  pro¬ 
vides  a  95%  confidence  that  the 
sampling  error  does  not  exceed 
*3.2%.  Margins  of  error  are 
higher  in  subgroups. 
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Obama  plugs  Planned  Parenthood;  babies  saved  elsewhere 


NASHVILLE.  Tann.  (BP)  - 

U.S.  President  Barack  Obama 
recently  reaffirmed  his  abor¬ 
tion  rights  advocacy  by  pro- 
vidinga  video  message  filmed 
from  The  White  House  to  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  country's  lead¬ 
ing  provider  of  the  lethal  pro¬ 
cedure. 

In  a  message  that  ap¬ 
peared  on  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  Action  Fund's  YouTube 
page,  Obama  promised  to 
work  throughout  his  presi¬ 
dency  to  protect  government 
funding  for  the  organization. 
The  president  said  he  knows 
Planned  Parenthood  "will 
continue  providing  care  no 
matter  what.  I  know  you'll 
never  stop  fighting  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  health  care  and  the 
choices  that  America's  women 
desefve.  As  long  as  I  have  the 
privilege  of  being  your  presi¬ 
dent,  neither  witll.* 

He  also  said.  *[0)ver  the 
past  year,  you’ve  had  to  stand 


up  to  politicians  who  wanted 
to  deny  millions  of  women 
the  care  they  rely  cn  and  in¬ 
ject  themselves  into  decisions 
that  are  best  made  between  a 
woman  and  her  doctor.* 

The  action  fund  is  the  ad¬ 
vocacy  and  political  arm  for 
Planned  Parenthood. 

The  UA.  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  voted  last  year  to 
eliminate  federal  funds  for 
Planned  Parenthood,  but  the 
Senate  defeated  the  proposal. 

Planned  Parenthood  af¬ 
filiates  reported  performing 
320.445  abortions  in  2010, 
the  latest  year  for  which  sta- 
tiatica  are  available.  Planned 
Parenthood  and  its  affiliates 
received  (487.4  million  in 
government  grants,  contracts, 
and  reimbursements  alone  in 
2009-10. 

A  subcommittee  of  the  U.S. 
House  -  of  Representatives' 
Energy  and  Commerce  Com¬ 
mittee  is  conducting  an  inves¬ 


tigation  into  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood's  policies  and  practices. 
Undercover  investigations 
by  pro-life  organizations 
in  recent  years  have  shown 
Plmned  Parenthood  employ¬ 
ees  demonstrating  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  aid  self-profesaed  sex 
traffickers  whose  prostitutes 
supposedly  were  in  their  ear¬ 
ly  teens;  seeking  to  cover  up. 
alleged  child  sex  xbuse;  and 
agreeing  to  receive  donations 
designated  exclusively  for 
abortions  of  African  Ameri¬ 
can  babies. 

Meanwhile,  more  than  700 
unborn  children  were  saved 
from  abortion  in  the  40  Days 
for  Life  campaign  that  con¬ 
cluded  April  1. 

As  of  April  3,  40  Days  lead¬ 
ers  had  received  reports  of 
718  babies  rescued  in  the  lat¬ 
est  effort.  The  reported  num¬ 
ber  of  babies  saved  likely  will 
increase  as  more  reports  come 
in.  The  effort,  whicn  began  in 


Texas  in  2004  and  went  na¬ 
tional  in  2007,  has  received 
reports  of  more  than  5,700 
unborn  lives  saved  as  a  result 
of  its  campaigns. 

The  40-day  effort,  which 
focuses  on  peaceful,  pro-life 
prayer  vigils  outside  abortion 
clinics,  was  the  largest  spring 
campaign  in  40  Days  for 
Life  a  history,  with  initiatives 
in  258  cities  in  the  United 
States,  plus  sites  in  Canada, 
Australia,  England,  Ireland, 
.  and  Spain. 

Shawn  Carney,  40  Days 
campaign  director,  reported 
*the  following  developments  in 
the  last  week  of  the  campaign: 


■  Three  more  abortion 
clinic  workers  left  their  jobs, 
bringing  this  spring's  total 
to  eight  and  the  overall  total 
since  2007  to  69. 


■  A  40  Days  volunteer  -in, 
Charlotte,  N.Cl,  reported  five 


more  babies  saved  for  a  total  of 
46  during  the  spring  campaign. 


■  A  40  Days  volunteer  at  an 
unnamed  location  shared  the  fol¬ 
lowing  testimony:  T  had  my  first 
abortion  at  age  14  and  hardly 
knew  what  it  meant  —  then  an¬ 
other  through  the  following  years, 
stiB  not  understanding  that  it  was 
true  lives  being  terminated.  When 
a  friend  talked  me  out  of  a  fourth 
at  age  23.  it  was  the  beat  thing  my 
friend  could  have  done.  My  one 
and  gnty  son  is  now  18  and  gradu¬ 
ating  high  ad»oL  It  was  the  best 
decision  I  ever  made." 


■  A  participant  in  Pensacola, 
Fix,  said  five  mqre  children 


saved  at  the  city’s  only  abortion 
clinic. 


The  semi-annual  40  Days  cam¬ 
paigns  consist  of  40  days  of  prayer 
and  fasting  to  end  abortion,  as 
well  as  community  outreach  and 
the  prayer  vigils  outside  dimes. 


